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nights when English hostesses would ask their friends to
meet some Argentines. But the odd thing about it was
that I seemed never to be present at one of these charming
international occasions for which the mixed population of
Buenos Aires presented, as I thought, such admirable
opportunities ; and it was gradually borne in upon me that
the reason for my missing them was that they practically
never happened. For it is the social paradox of Buenos
Aires that it contains two friendly and civilised com-
munities which work together all day long and very rarely
meet at night.
The friendship of Englishmen and Argentines is a com-
monplace which has made possible the history and develop-
ment of Argentina.   No British visitor can fail to notice
it, since it is an odd sensation for an Englishman abroad
to be loved for himself alone.   There is something rare
and startling in the sight of them being honoured and
esteemed on the simple ground of being English,   I do not
mean that incoming steamers at Buenos Aires are greeted
by ecstatic deputations which lead the British passengers
ashore with garlands round their necks.   There are few
flowers at the North Basin.   Yet the flowers, though
invisible, are there; for Argentina has a strong prejudice
in favour of Englishmen.   The consequence is that British
visitors to Argentina know themselves to be something
more (or less) than mere foreigners.   For on the continent
of Europe we feel ourselves to be one hundred per cent,
aliens;  and there are circles in the United States where
we are painfully aware of being foreigners of a percentage
of one hundred and ten (or thereabouts),   But in the Ar-
gentine we feel with every breath we draw that we are
not more than sixty or seventy per cent, alien to the country
and that, if we are foreigners at all, we are its favourite
foreigners.   That is a position of rare privilege inherent in
the strange history of Argentina, a mixed skein in which
many British strands are woven ; but it serves to emphasise
still further the social paradox of Buenos Aires.